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TH.E RIVER WANDLE:

PAST AND PRESENT*

'NTEREST in the river which has

gradually carved out the valley in
))^^ which we live should be a perfectly

natural emotion. As Charles Kingsley long ago
pointed out, of all the physical agencies which
have made our country what it is, and which are
still continually modifying and gradually changing
it, none, as a general rule, is more potent than
water. Moreover, when we come to consider
it, we shall find that no other of the various
geographical features of which it may consist
has more induced the first human settlement in

any tract of country than the flow of a river
or stream, through or near it, and, accordingly,
as that river or stream may be adapted to
the purposes of man, whether for navigation,
for mill power, or for whatsoever use to which
it may be put, so has the development of the
first early settlements in its valley proceeded,

* This paper was read at a meeting- of the John Evelyn
Club, held on Wednesday, November 20, 1907.
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