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Old Morden

A CURATE’S WONDERFUL RECORD 1799-1835

Nearly two centuries ago (1778) Dr. J. Worthington Peers,
graduate of Merton College, Oxford with a doctorate in laws,
became Rector of Morden. Two weeks before his institution he
received license from the Archbishop of Canterbury “to hold
the Vicarage of Ickleford cum Pirton, Herts. with the Rectory of
Morden, Surrey.”

Obviously with the care of two parishes more than thirty
miles apart the learned Rector would need at least one full-time
curate resident in one of the parishes, or perhaps even one in
each parish.

In his early years as Rector of Morden, Dr. Peers evidently
spent much of his time in this parish, for most of the weddings
and funerals were conducted by him, but in 1779 we find one R.
Laxton signing himself “ curate ” in the register, and in 1796 John
Peers AM. (who was the Rector’s son) describes himself as curate.
(There is a much earlier record of William Booth having lived
in Morden for eleven years before he became Rector in 1634 at
the age of 39. He may well have been the first curate of Morden
in the modern sense, but this must be verified.)

In 1799 one Edmund Turner Batley became curate of Morden,
and his fame evidently spread into the neighbouring parish of
Carshalton for at the end of July 1805 he married Martha Beynon
of Carshalton and assumed her family surname. The link with
Morden continued to the last year of Dr. Peer’s long life for we
find that a monument near the Vestry door in St. Lawrence chuich
records his “ gratuitous and valuable services as Curate of Morden
during a period of 36 years from 1799 to 1835. He died at
Carshalton highly esteemed and regretted on 15th November, 1842
aged 66 years.”

There was a tradition in Morden years ago that when the
parson lived at Carshalton he used to ride or drive along the old
green lane from Rose Hill and that someone would watch for him
to appear in the lane and would then signal to the sexton so that
the church bell could be rung for service. Was there some un-
certainty as to a service occasionally, or did punctuality count
for less in those days ? The curate’s horse would then be stabled
in the shed almost opposite the churchyard, or left to graze in the
glebe meadow where Hatfeild Mead now stands.

14




Morden Parish Magazine February 1963

The curate would enter the parish church by the Rector’s (or
priest’s) door and use the interior porch, which then stood there as
a vestry, putting on the long parish surplice over his riding clothes.
Surplices in those days, like those still used in many old colleges
were cut open down the front and fastened with a single button at
the neck-band. Tt is said that this form was introduced to avoid
putting the surplice over the full-bottomed wigs which werse
fashionable at one time ! But in 1804 the church vestry was built
and the interior porch disappeared a few years later.

Some of our readers may have read in the press of the forth-
coming sale at Sotheby’s of an interesting silver model of
“ Morden Church, Surrey, the square tower with cremellated top
and enamelled clock face, the long nave with projecting porch and
vestry, by George Wintle 1825, and inscribed ‘AD.1826 The
Rector of Morden, Surrey presents this model of his church to his
truly affectionate friend, the Revd. Edmund Turner Beynon, M.A.
who has been giving his ministerial labours to him and to his
parish.” ”

This collectors piece last changed hands about twelve years
ago and it certainly deserves to rest permanently in Morden parish
church close to the memorials to the two men who between them
served the parish for ninety three years, including a partnership of
thirty six years which may well have been a record in English
history.
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The Silver Model of the Parish Church 1825

At the time of going to press the fund has just passed £60,
but the model is to cost us £100. Messrs. Sotherby’s have per-
suaded the second dealer into whose hands it passed to let them
have it on behalf of Morden parish.

It is hoped that the model will be on view in the parish
church by Easter, but until we have £100 to pay Messrs. Sotheby
we cannot take possession !

A generous member of the congregation who has already
made a substantial gift towards the purchase is prepared to lend
fu_rther cash to help secure the model, but the sum of over £40 is
still to be raised as quickly as possible.

. Severz}’l former curates have subscribed £10 between them as

a “share” in honouring a distinguished predecessor in office.
Shares of £10 have also been contributed by members of the
congregation either personally or with the assistance of friends.

There is still opportunity to join in this effort. Any money
over-subscribed will be returned to the donors.

We would like to record our thanks to Mr. Hancock of the
Merton and Morden News and to Messrs. Sotheby for ready co-
operation in securing this memento for the church.
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Some recollections of Old Morden

The following interesting recollections of life in Morden many
years ago were written down by the son of a lady now aged
91 years.

It must have been 1873 when from my home near the Morden
end of Green Wrythe Lane, Carshalton, I first went to school
near St. Lawrence’s Church and in Central Road. My two sisters
were already attending the school and later on my brother
attended. :

Her son then takes up his story. “1 attended the school in
1905 for about a twelvemonth, under the tutorship of Mr. and
Mrs. Rewcastle and a wonderful fair-haired girl known as
‘Teacher Lily’. I still remember a song she taught us. I write
‘us’ because we were boys and girls, as you see ‘ co-ed ’ is by no
means new !

The Rector of St. Lawrence during my mother’s schooling
was the Revd. Wm. Winlaw. The schoolmaster was Mr. George
Blunt who lived at the School House with his mother. He later
married a kindergarten and sewing mistress, a Miss Allman. Mr.
Blunt played the church organ and the school children—approxi-
mately 60—made the church choir. Only three family names are
now remembered, viz, Thomas Harvey, Millie Harvey, Walter
Groves, and a family by the name of Stone. (Some of the Stone
family were later probably employed by Mr. Bush who lived in
Crown Lane.)

The village carpenter was William Stockbridge; the under-
taker a Mr, Lawrence. A Mrs. Wormald, after hay-making (in
which many of the children took an active part) held a ‘ Fair’
in her grounds near the church, especially for the school children.
Each girl was given a petticoat, and each boy a scarf. If any
boy failed to bow or any girl failed to curtsey to the said Mrs.
Wormald when out in her carriage drawn by a white horse, then
the offending boy or girl was reported to Mr. Blunt—later to Mr.
Rewcastle.

A Mr. Tritton left in his will ‘that all children at the school
were to receive red capes and a pair of boots’. Later, for some -
reason, only boots were given out annually.

A very great day it was, perhaps beyond all others, when Miss
Hatfeild of Morden Hall married.

A very small man (my mother used to say he was a dwarf)
known as ‘Punch Ale’ used to pump the church organ.

Up to say 1930, Lower Mitcham and Morden had some
curious attachment. Mitcham traders delivered in Morden, boys
from my school in Lower Mitcham delivered morning papers in
Morden and many men from Morden worked for Mitcham firms
and many families in Morden and Mitcham intermarried.
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Even now men I meet speak with affection of Morden—
neither they nor I can quite understand why: and I am forced to
the conclusion that Morden retained for a very long time all that
was best of the feudal system!”.

SOME MORE NEW YEAR MESSAGES

From the Revd. D. J. Powell, Alberta, Canada. Our wishes

for every blessing in the New Year. Recently we experienced our

_coldest spell, with temperatures around zero and below at night.

We were carpeted with a thick blanket of snow but being in the

Chinook area it can very well disappear in one day and tempera-
tures rise quite rapidly.

During November we were thrilled to take a small part in
the Leighton Ford Crusade in Lethbridge, some 90 miles east.
The numbers of our Bible Study evening vary; please pray for
us about this. Our two Sunday Schools presented their Christmas
pageants in mid-December.

The children are growing up fast and abound in energy.

We were glad to hear of the successful Autumn Fair at St.
Martin’s. How we enjoyed the atmosphere there, with all the
churches co-operating! And we were interested and happy to
read in the Parish Magazine about Major Batt’s recent Mission.

From the Revd. H. A. and Mrs. Hatchman and Miss 1. M.
Tillett (Norwich). Greetings from us all for 1965 with our motto
“Consider Him . . . 7. We often remember you all in our prayers
together.

A NEW CONVOCATION

Mid-January saw a newly-elected Convocation of Canterbury
meeting in St. Paul’s Cathedral for the Litany in Latin, beau-
tifully sung by the Cathedral choir. The “prolucutor” (i.e. spokes-
man) was duly elected by the proctors for the clergy, and next
day business was begun in time-honoured fashion.

Both the Convocations of York and of Canterbury meet “in
full synod ” each under the Presidency of its Archbishop, York
normally conducting all their business together, while Canterbury
divide into Upper (i.e. Bishops’) and Lower Houses for debate.
The lower houses have the right to dissent from the Bishops’
decisions, so that nothing becomes an “ Act of Convocation”
without the concurrence of the Lower House, but sometimes the
Upper House decisions are implemented without the assent of
the Lower House, although it is rarely done.
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SOME RECOLLECTIONS OF SIXTY YEARS AGO
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Old Morden
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FORTY YEARS AGO
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OLD MORDEN—(Continued from page 4)
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News from St. Lawrence

 Richardson, Groves and Moss the restored
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